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Spring has sprung and Insole Court has made some exciting progress. The 

catering tender has been awarded to Celyn Baker and the manager position 

is in the process of being filled. These two new members of the Insole Court 

family have important and exciting roles to play in the next stage of the 

project; that is the opening of the stable Block and Cafe. 

This issue of Renewal news takes a look in more detail as to the historic finds 

within the House which have caused much excitement as well as small 

delays to the renewal works. These nationally-important finds will only serve 

to enhance the experience and understanding of the site. Fundraising and 

support for Insole remains high on the agenda and our Chairman   reminds 

us how donations will continue to make a big difference. Finally the Friends of 

Insole Court continue with their sterling work and support; look out for the key 

dates for the diary too!  
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  PROJECT UPDATE 

 

 

 

HISTORIC FINDS  

As you may be aware there have been many discoveries of 

historic finds within the Court during the past months. One such 

discovery has been the survival of historic wallpaper and wall 

painting through many parts of the house. Only partial 

elements of the wallpaper and painting exist in situ but a recent 

discovery by Michael Statham within an entry of Clarke’s 

Purchases Ledger showed a payment made to Cowtan’ in 

1908 for wallpapers and materials for Insole Court (or Ely Court 

as it was referred to at this time). ‘Cowtan’s’ operated for well 

over a hundred years as the supplier of wallpapers and fabrics 

to the ‘good and the great’ of Britain and many of their order 

books survive and are held in the Victoria & Albert Museum 

(V&A) archive.   

Following this discovery Insole Court’s Friends researchers 

group made contact with the V&A and a visit was organised to 

  

 

 

 

 

  IMAGES OF THE EDWARDIAN 

WALLPAPER AT INSOLE COURT 

Image: Celyn, from the 

successful catering 

company,   having a look 

round the site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celyn  
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Fundraising  

As a charity, fundraising remains crucial for Insole Court. Grant applications have been submitted for 

the emergency works to ceilings but there will be an ongoing challenge of how to conserve and 

display the remarkable decorative finishes in future. We have submitted applications to restore the 

conservatory and to fund equipment for the Stable Blocks. The Trustees also work with generous 

individuals and charitable trusts who make kind and much needed donations to Insole Court.  

With your help, it won’t be long before we can open up more of the House and restore more of the 

Garden for everybody to use and enjoy.  Can you make a donation to support Insole Court?  

We will be soon launching our new Supporters scheme but donations at any time are welcomed. If 

you can help to make a difference to Insole Court, cheques payable to Insole Court Trust can be 

posted to the Treasurer, Laurence Roblin, at 4 Prospect Drive, Llandaff, CF5 2HN.  

Sir Norman Lloyd-Edwards 

 

 
held regarding the Insoles’ purchases, which included photographs. As a result of this visit Wendy 

Andrews, a Phd Candidate, is planning to use Insole Court as a case study in her thesis. 

 

Following the visit  and using their combined knowledge of the history of the house and family, 

members of a small group of the Insole Court Friends’ Research Group went on to look in detail at 

the records and have attempted to map the rooms referred to onto modern floor plans. The mapping 

of the wallpapers will meet with partial success given the fact that many changes have occurred to 

the layout of the house in the 108 years since Jessy Insole chose the wallpapers and fabrics for the 

Court’s Edwardian makeover.  

 

 

meet Penelope Hines and Wendy Andrews who 

provided invaluable information and access to the 

archive relating to the Insoles’ purchases to Cowtan 

between 1908 and 1924.     The visit to the V&A 

archives was undertaken by Catherine O’Brien, 

Michael, and Elaine Davey in March 2016 and they 

were able to access the archive to see the information 
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Scribble & Nonsense as they get to grips with 

the task of developing the Heritage destination 

side of the enterprise. 

 The Friends’ Committee fund-raising has been 

built mainly on our traditional social activities. 

Money raised by: our picnics, coach trips, sales 

(of mugs, DVDs, booklets and cards); the off-

site concerts season, and of course the annual 

Glo-Aur Memorial Walk; have exceeded our  

 

  

 

Update from Insole Court Friends 

 Special General Meeting 

Our SGM held on December 7th endorsed the circulated paper produced jointly by the Trust 

and the Friends’ Committee, seeking to embed the Friends in partnership with the Trust.  

 

These decisions:- 

 created a position on the Board for the Friends’ Chairperson 

 created a position on the Friends’ Committee for a nominated Trustee 

 ensured all voting members of the Trust  automatically become Friends 

 assured Friends that they are not obliged to become full Trust members 

 

As we approach the hand-over of responsibility from Cardiff Council to the Board of 

Trustees, the debate about how to evolve our mutual relationship most fruitfully for the 

benefit of the Court, is just getting into its stride. 

Activities of the Friends 

The two principal areas of Friends’ activities in the past two years have been community 

fund-raising on the one hand, and heritage research on the other.   

The discoveries of the Insole Court Friends’ Research Group, co-ordinated by Dr Vanessa 

Cunningham, are providing an invaluable resource for the interpretation professionals   
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SPREADING THE NEWS! 

Currently we have: 

 147 Twitter Followers      

 384 Facebook Likes       

 

If you know someone who would be interested in the 

project then please spread the word and let’s see if 

we can improve these numbers. 

                         KEEP IN TOUCH AND START 

You can keep up to date by:  

 Following us on Twitter: @insolecourt;  

 Browsing our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com & search for Insole Court; 

 Visit our website at  www.insolecourt.com;  

 If you have any questions or want to sign up to 

receive Renewal News then please email us on: 

info@insolecourt.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 to participate as fully as we can in Llandaff’s celebration of the Centenary of Roald Dahl’s     

 birth.  These are the decisions we have been able to make so far:- 

DATES FOR THE DIARY: 

11th June 2016 Insole Court Friends AGM 

15th July 2016 Glo Aur Memorial Walk 
7th August 2016 and 
21st August 2016 

Summer Sunday Picnic with Roald Dahl themes 

September 2016 “Roald Dahl, Llandaff Boy” Concert 

 

For further information on any of the events please contact 

 
 

£10,000 Clock-tower target by more than  

£6,000 – giving us a balance with which to 

finance  not only a new clock but also 

restoration of the tower’s ornamental finials.  

 

We expect these to continue to be our most 

important functions for the foreseeable 

future, and we are looking forward to 

developing a good working relationship with 

the Manager and professional staff who will 

soon be appointed to run the site on behalf of 

the Trustees. 

 

Full planning for the coming year depends on 

the completion dates of the renewal work; 

but we can announce that we are intending 

to participate as fully as we can in Llandaff’s 

celebration of the Centenary of Roald Dahl’s 

birth.   

 

 

 

A fundraising poster previously used by the 

Friends to raise awareness of their cause 


