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PROJECT UPDATE 

There has been tremendous progress on site, 

particularly with the new community facilities in the 

Stable Block and Potting Sheds. Most buildings are 

close to being finished with services installed, doors 

and windows in place, and finishes being applied. The 

last structure to go up is the Community Hall which is 

progressing well, with the roof now being covered. 

Work is also ongoing for the toilet block that serves 

both the Community Hall and the Courtyard. Work 

on the House has been impacted by the historic finds 

uncovered on the first floor, which are being 

assessed at present.  

 

 

 

 

HISTORIC FINDS 

You have probably heard the news about the historic finds on the first floor – decorated fibrous plaster ceilings 

and stencilled walls – that have lain hidden under decades-old layers of wallpaper and paint. But there has 

been another discovery. Above the vaulted library ceiling is another earlier ceiling with original wallpaper and 

paint finishes. We have examples of this wallpaper. And the conservators who have been on site have been 

able to reproduce the repetitive patterns of wall stencils, and have mapped the ceiling design in the old 

bedroom. Insole Court is slowly giving up its secrets! These finds mean that many rooms on the first floor will 

need to be restored in a later phase of works. However, we are aiming to ensure access to these spaces so 

visitors can see these exciting finds, and the interpretation and exhibition design will be tailored around the 

finds. 

 

 
 

From left to right: 

Conservation team at work; Uncovered 

Paint design and a reproduction of the 

paint design. 

 

 

 

Image: Progress on the Stable Block and 

Café space  
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Catering at Insole Court  

You may have seen notices about catering. This is an exciting part of our operational planning. The 

management of the Tea Room is being tendered out to an experienced and dynamic catering operator who 

can take responsibility for the development of a bespoke Tea Room that suits the historic setting and best 

serves visitors and users to Insole Court. You can see the Tea Room as you walk past the site. It is the Swiss 

Cottage building overlooking the gardens in front of the House – and it will be an important part of the 

overall offer at Insole Court. We want as much interest as possible so please spread the word about this 

wonderful opportunity.  
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Scribble & Nonsense 

We are very pleased to announce that the successful exhibition design consultant is Scribble & Nonsense. It 

was a difficult decision given the quality of the practices who tendered for this work, and a big thanks to 

members of the Research Group who helped with the assessment. Scribble & Nonsense are highly 

experienced and have designed innovative exhibits for National Trust properties, museums and heritage 

sites. Work on the interpretation at Insole Court will start soon, following the assessment of the historic 

finds on the first floor of the House.  

New Brand close to being finalised  

Nelmes Design has been working on the Insole Court Brand – and many thanks to the many who attended 

to Focus Groups and provided feedback about the designs put forward for consideration. There has been an 

overwhelmingly positive response to one logo concept which is now being refined and tested further. The 

new brand has been developed not for the project or the Trust but for ‘Insole Court’ as a whole, and it will 

speak to the entire Insole Court family. We hope to launch the new logo later this month. Stay tuned!  

Work to commence on new website 

With the brand nearing completion, the Trust has appointed Echidna Design to start work on the design of a 

new Insole Court Website. This will replace the existing websites and its launch will herald the lead up to 

reopening. We want the brand to be dynamic and informative, and to promote all the activities that will 

happen at Insole Court.   

 

Next Community Meeting 

A note for your diary: 

The next Community Meeting is scheduled for 

6pm Thursday 26th November 

at the Llandaff Institute, High Street, Llandaff 

Spread the word and make sure to come along! 
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Update from Insole Court Friends 

 

Crescent, while the rest of us shopaholics went on to the serious business of retail therapy. Angela raised 

an impressive £371 For the Friends’ Clock Tower appeal but, in addition to this welcome contribution to 

the Trust’s rather empty purse, a lot of people had a good deal of fun, and it was a real social event. 

This year, on October 20, Angela organised a trip to Westonbirt Arboretum.  Madness!  It was bound to 

rain in late October….. On the day, we enjoyed the most glorious autumn weather, with the sun setting the 

trees alight with fiery colours.  It was a wonderful trip and, as with last year, Angela added a little extra in 

the form of a short trip to Tetbury for those who enjoy the Cotswold diet of leather goods and antique 

shops! The excursion raised a massive £ 431.18, which will be added to the Clock Tower total and may, 

indeed, start off the next Friends’ fundraising appeal. 

When I officially thanked Angela for her efforts, as we trundled home on the M4, I pointed out that the 

Friends’ fundraising could consist of just raffles and bucket collections, but the Friends have always 

considered their primary function to be the bringing together of community members, so that fundraising 

becomes enjoyable, and not a chore.  The 49 people on the coach agreed wholeheartedly! 

Everyone had a marvellous time on the Westonbirt outing, and it wouldn’t have happened without the 

volunteering spirit and energy of Angela.  The Friends and the Trust could use more people like Angela and 

our other tireless fundraisers, who step forward and offer their particular talents to the success of Insole 

Court. 

Well done, and thanks Angela.  You are much respected in our community and a wonderful ambassador for 

the Friends and Insole Court. 

Valerie Mitchell 

Chair, Insole Court Friends 

 

 

 

A Profile of  Angela Jenkins 

Angela has been a member of the Friends for at least 15 years and 

is a long-serving, active committee member.  She is deeply 

committed to Insole Court and is always the first in line to suggest 

ideas for social activities and fundraising.  Angela is a force to be 

reckoned with at Friends’ picnics, rattling her collection tin and 

encouraging people to join the Friends or lend their support to 

Friends’ activities and those of the Trust.   

Last year, Angela organised a Christmas Market trip to Bath and, 

with her flair for knowing what people like, she arranged for those 

who had an interest in Bath’s history to be dropped off at the Royal 

Crescent, while the rest of us shopaholics went on to the serious 

business of retail therapy. Angela raised an impressive £371 For the 

Friends’ Clock Tower appeal but, in addition to this welcome 

contribution to the Trust’s rather empty purse, a lot of people had a 

good deal of fun, and it was a real social event. 
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The Friends are delighted to announce the successful completion of the “Clock Tower” fundraising 

campaign.    Not only did Angela Jenkins raise over £900 with the two coach trips, but the magnificent 

sponsorship we received over two years from local traders and individuals in the community ensured that 

the Glo-Aur Walk, the Summer Picnics, the programme of concerts in Victorian buildings around 

Llandaff, all combined to produce a sum in excess of £16,000 – which means that in addition to the 

fabric of the clock tower, we should have enough to enable the Trust to install a working clock as well!     

We are now putting our minds to selecting the next target. 

THANK YOU DAFYDD POWELL –  DIOLCH YN FAWR! 

Dafydd Powell - Mike and Thoma’s son – can often be seen in the Community Garden, bringing his muscle 

power to tasks such as strimming the “orchard” area, and anything else that needs doing.  His parents 

don’t force him to help; he does it because he enjoys being useful in the gardening project.  

Dafydd is a Lower 6 student at Ysgol Plasmawr, and he also attends Phoenix Explorer Scouts in Rhiwbina – 

proof that not all teenagers live in their bedrooms on computers or mobiles (though he may well enjoy 

these pastimes as well)! So a big thank you, diolch yn fawr iawn to you Dafydd.  We hope to see you in the 

garden again soon.  

Volunteering opportunities: If there are any other young people out there who would like to volunteer to 

help in the Community Garden, or in the new community facility in the Insole Court Stable Block when it 

opens in spring next year, please do get in touch with us via the Insole Court email address 

info@insolecourt.com.  

NEWS FROM THE ARCHIVE RESEARCH GROUP 

One of our members has recently been spending 

some very fruitful hours in the archives of the long-

established firm, W Clarke of Llandaff. We already 

knew that successive generations of the Clarke family 

of talented sculptors had been closely involved in the 

adornment of Ely Court (later The Court). Think of the 

fine Penarth alabaster that enriches the hall, staircase 

and smoking room, of the exquisitely carved wooden 

doors on the ground and first floors, and of the stone 

carvings of animal heads and hunting scenes on the 

exterior of the mansion. The firm’s ledgers since the 

1890s have survived, and through them we have 

been able to trace the huge range of work carried 

out, over the years, for James Harvey Insole at Ely 

Court, his son Walter at Pencisely House and for his 

second son, Fred, at Fairwater House.   

The Insoles seem to have been among Clarke’s very 

best Llandaff customers, second only to the Dean 

and Chapter. Truly impressive is the range of skills 

and trades revealed in the ledgers as represented in 

the Clarke’s workforce. At one extreme, the firm 

could provide the finest carving in alabaster, stone 

or wood to embellish a cathedral or mansion; at the 

other it supplied labourers to mend fences, shift 

fallen trees or dig cesspits. Essentially, Clarke’s 

provided the Insoles with a day-to-day maintenance 

service, indoors and out. From fountains to fowl 

houses, from new wings to new window catches no 

job was too big or too small for Clarke’s to 

undertake. In the 1920s and 1930s they carried out 

extensive work for Fred’s son Eric at his fishing 

retreat, Chain Bridge, on the river Usk.  The Insoles’ 

Trustees continued to employ the firm to maintain 

the estate; the last ledger entries date from 1941 

and cover repairs to cottages in Ely Road.  

 

mailto:info@insolecourt.com
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NEWS FROM THE ARCHIVE RESEARCH GROUP contd….. 

 

A page from one of Guy Clarke’s notebooks c1906. The lower section notes the plumber’s intentions for boilers 

to heat house and green house. The upper section lists pictures, some of which had earlier been lent by James 

Harvey Insole to the Cardiff Fine Art and Industrial Exhibition of 1881. Unfortunately, the list does not include 

his star exhibit: J M W Turner’s ‘The Shipwreck’. 

 

Within the past few weeks, a further discovery 

has excited us: a number of pocket-sized 

notebooks have come to light. Written in pencil 

by Guy Clarke (1883-1943), they appear to record 

notes made from about 1906 on work to be 

undertaken. The pages relating to Ely Court 

reflect a meticulous survey of the condition of 

the existing house, outbuildings and grounds at 

the time when the new east wing was under 

construction. There are notes about fireplaces 

and grates; drains, plumbing, lighting and gas 

supplies; a sketch of a carved door; another of 

water tanks in the new tower, and others  

 

showing stonework in fine detail. Work on 

terraces and balustrades, on the cow house, the 

coachman’s house and the green house is noted; 

the list seems endless. Another entry lists 

incidental expenses in connection with Jessie 

Insole’s wedding in September 1906. Clarke’s 

paid the police, the Cathedral bellringers, the 

choir and Mr Perry the verger – he had formerly 

been the butler at Ely Court. These pages have 

now been photographed, and much work lies 

ahead to discover the implications of their 

contents. 

 

Image courtesy Mr W M Clarke.  

Update from V Cunnigham 

 

 

 



7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 PEN PROFILE  

 

 

Introducing our international volunteer………. 

Richard Ollerton 

Richard is an Associate Professor at the University of Western 

Sydney, Australia and lived in Cardiff for a number of years 

during various sabbatical research periods working as a 

medical statistician. He is also a keen family historian with 

over thirty years’ experience in evidence-based genealogy. 

 

What is your involvement with Insole Court? 

In 2011 I was invited by my friend Catherine O'Brien of the Insole Court Archive Research Group to 

investigate the Australian connections of JH Insole’s second wife Marian and her first husband Samuel Orby 

Carey. In the course of that research numerous errors and omissions were identified in the account of the 

Insole family history then available and so a complete re-evaluation of the Insole genealogical evidence was 

undertaken. I have been a member of the Research Group since 2011, working most closely with Catherine 

and Vanessa on the family history. Major highlights of the research include: 

- tracing the family back from Cardiff to Worcester to Hereford via Birmingham and outwards to Ireland, 
Australia, South Africa, India and Canada, and the development of an evidence-based family tree which I 
maintain online; 
 

- reinterpretation of an Insole-related account book held by Glamorgan Archives and correction of its Archive 

description, leading to a better understanding of when the Insoles arrived in Cardiff; 

 

 

DO YOU HAVE A MEMORY TO SHARE? 

 Have you, or someone you know, ever 

worked or lived at Insole Court? Or do you 

have any special memories that you would 

like to share?  

History is all around us, in our own families and 

communities, in the living memories and the experiences 

of all people. Everyone has a story to tell and we want to 

hear from you if have experience of working or living at 

Insole Court. Providing your oral history you will be able 

to provide a voice which would otherwise be hidden from 

history. 

Please contact us at: info@insolecourt.com 
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- publication of an article on Insole family history in the Welsh history journal Morgannwg; 
 
- discovery of an Insole family photo album dating from 1906 held by descendants in Sydney Australia; 
 
- rediscovery (with Nevil) of the burial places of JHI's brother Walter and wife along with JHI's second wife 
Marian and her mother; 
  
- production of a booklet The Three Mistresses of Insole Court which collates information on the women of IC 
(previously described as 'shadowy characters owing to the lack of family records'). 

The research has corrected a number of assumptions previously made about the family and contributed to a 

better understanding of family members and their place in Llandaff/Cardiff society. It also contributed to the 

success of the restoration funding applications and will provide a solid foundation for future interpretation 

displays etc when Insole Court is opened. 

What does Insole Court mean to you? 

Personally, the Insole research has been an instructive (and addictive) exercise in examining and following 

genealogical evidence to its conclusion and has involved a number of very enjoyable return visits to the UK 

with research trips to archives in Cardiff, Worcester, Hereford and Birmingham. It has also been a pleasure 

meeting and working with members of the Research Group. More generally, Insole Court is an excellent example 

of how local groups such as the Friends of Insole Court and the Research Group can work together to save 

important heritage assets and then significantly enhance the restoration and interpretation of these assets.  

 

What are you looking forward to when the project is complete? 

I am looking forward to seeing Insole Court become a world-class cultural and educational resource.  

  

 

 SPREADING THE NEWS! 

Currently we have: 

130 Twitter Followers      

306 Facebook Likes       

 

If you know someone who would be interested in the 

project then please spread the word and let’s see if 

we can improve these numbers. 

                         KEEP IN TOUCH AND START 

You can keep up to date by:  

 Following us on twitter: @insolecourt;  

 Browsing our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com & search for Insole Court; 

 Visit our website at  www.insolecourt.com;  

 If you have any questions or want to sign up to 

receive Renewal News then please email us on: 

info@insolecourt.com 

 


