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INSOLE COURT 

Renewal News 

Edition 11 - March 2015 

PROJECT UPDATE 

December saw the official launch of the Insole Court Renewal Project. 

The day began with an open house, one last chance to explore the house before the regeneration 

project begins. The site is to be closed whilst the construction work is underway, this ensures safety 

on site and allows the project to progress. The day saw a stream of people taking the opportunity to 

be guided along the upper floors by our welcomer guides taking in the history of the site and a visual 

                                                                                                            (Update continues on page 2) 

 

 

 

Welcome to another edition of Renewal News. As everyone is now 

aware, Andrew Scott is proceeding with the capital works and there 

has been much activity on site. The groundworks are going ahead for 

the carpark, asbestos is being removed from the buildings, there has 

been a lot of preparatory work for services, and for the first time we’ve 

been able to get into the Potting Shed Courtyard and the building that 

will become the Tea Room. The clearing of the Courtyard revealed a 

historic glasshouse and cold frames and the IC Research Group is 

reporting on this. Cadw requires these structures to be carefully 

dismantled and conserved so that they can be reinstated at a later time. 

The contractor also discovered what we thought might be a coffin (and 

possibly a dead body), but following a site visit by an archaeologist this 

turned out to be nothing more than an area of different soil – possibly an 

old planting bed. 

 

With works ongoing, the Trust is having to continually review and update 

the design scheme with reference to latest information from site – and 

with regard to operational planning and how the renewed Insole Court 

will be managed. This is a challenging process but the scheme always 

emerges stronger and better fit-for-purpose.  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Communications Group 

for their work in running a Branding Workshop for the community and 

stakeholders. It was reinforcing that virtually everyone shared similar core 

values about Insole Court based around community, heritage, learning 

and inclusiveness. This work – and the values identified – will provide a 

foundation for developing a new brand for Insole Court, which will then 

flow through to interpretation, website development and overall 

communications. 

 

There is still a huge amount of work to be done as the work of the Trust 

turns more toward operational planning – but we’re off to a sound start! 
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PROJECT UPDATE CONTINUED......... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sir Norman Lloyd-Edwards and Cllr Bradbury alongside a representative of Andrew Scott (the 

contractors) spoke of their joy at the successful progress of the Renewal project. The 

speeches culminated in Sir Norman and Cllr Bradbury taking the first step in the construction 

works by removing the first brick from the garages (see image above). The garages are to be 

demolished as part of the scheme and replaced with a re-landscaped garden at the entrance 

of the house. 

Various funders such as Big Lottery and Heritage Lottery Fund as well as other invitees  were 

among the guests and were welcomed to take stock of the project and have a tour of the 

house and re-examine the plans which are to come to fruition over the next year. 

Altogether, the day was a chance to celebrate the start of the project and reflect on 

achievements to date. During the launch, the friends led the procession with an updated 

version of the Insole Court campaign song.  

  

 

 

 

.  

This song was sang outside Cardiff City 

Council meetings when the Council 

were taking decisions about the future of 

Insole Court. The version sang at the 

launch has been updated to reflect how 

far the project has come, a snippet of the 

updated song is opposite.  

The work that has been done to date by 

the public, friends, volunteers, the 

Council and the Trust is a great example 

of community led regeneration and is an 

example of how an important asset 

within a community can be saved by the 

community for the community. 

Stock-take of the Court before improvements are 

finally made. Tour sizes were kept to a comfortable 

size to ensure safe access and provide a more 

personalised exploration of the site. Some visitors 

were extremely familiar with the site having 

previously lived in the property whilst others, such 

as a small local school group, were eager to learn 

its stories.  The morning passed quickly and a 

crowd gathered for the official launch at midday. 
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News from the Research Group of Insole Court 

 
The Archive Research Group set up by the Friends of Insole Court had its first meeting in January 

2010. Ever since, our group of about a dozen enthusiastic volunteers has been trying to find out 

everything we can about the history of the Court and about the people who lived and worked there. 

We meet every six to eight weeks to update one another on our findings. 

Very recently, arrangements have been made with the contractors to allow a few of us onto the site 

to record and photograph discoveries made during the renewal work – for example, a glasshouse 

found in the Stables area, which CADW has said is significant. 

 

 

 

Some Llandaff people still remember seeing Mrs Insole being 

driven by the family chauffeur, Mr Arthur Davies, in one of the 

family’s Rolls Royces.  After the sale of the estate to Cardiff 

Corporation she moved to a flat in London, where she died in 

September 1938. Other locals can still recall the two-day 

auction sale of the Insoles’ furniture, works of art, plate and 

other possessions that Harrods held at the Court in March 

1937. We have spoken with a local gentleman who 

remembers how his parents successfully bid for a bear on 

wheels for him, and we have seen a picture of the bear. But 

we would love to know who bought the billiards table and the 

grand piano. Could some mementos of that sale still exist in 

local houses? Above all, we long to find the catalogue of the 

auction. Unfortunately, Harrods’ own copy was destroyed in 

the blitz and so far all our efforts to locate another have come 

to nothing. So please, if you think you can help in our search, 

do get in touch, email info@insolecourt.com .  

 

Over the years we have assembled a large 

quantity of archive material - pictures, maps, 

documents, press cuttings and so forth. We have 

visited libraries and archives, and searched the 

internet. We have interviewed people who served 

at Insole Court during the second world war, and 

others who lived in the upstairs flats in the post-

war period. Needless to say, everything we find out 

seems to give rise to more questions, so there is 

plenty still to do. Looking ahead to next year, the 

Trust has asked us to think about our aspirations 

for the future and what part we can play in this 

latest stage in the life of Insole Court. 

 

 
We are always excited when unexpected donations come our way. The family of Margaret Evans, 

one of the last maids from the Insole era, and herself the daughter of an underground fireman from 

the Insoles’ pit at Cymmer, has very generously given us a number of items associated with her. 

We have her autograph book, some beautiful embroidery, her volumes of poetry and some very 

evocative photographs. One of our favourites shows Jessy, the last Mrs Insole, with her dogs, on 

the south terrace.  

 

Image kindly supplied by Alan 

Salisbury and the Friends 
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PEN PROFILES 

This month we would like to introduce you to      

 

        Bernard Denner 

 
 
What is your involvement with Insole Court?  
 
I am the Project Manager on behalf of Andrew Scott Ltd 
 
 
What does Insole Court mean to you? 
 

The project means that I can be involved in the regeneration  

of a beautiful building for future generations. 

 
What are you looking forward to when the project is complete? 

To discover the construction methods of past generations, to be involved in the regeneration works 

putting new technology with old and achieving the goal of restoring something that future generations 

will have the pleasure of visiting.  

 SPREADING THE NEWS! 

Currently we have: 

109 Twitter Followers      

229 Facebook Likes       

 

If you know someone who would be interested in the 

project then please spread the word and let’s see if 

we can improve these numbers. 

                         KEEP IN TOUCH AND START 

You can keep up to date by:  

 Following us on twitter: @insolecourt;  

 Browsing our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com & search for Insole Court; 

 Visit our website at  www.insolecourt.com;  

 If you have any questions or want to sign up to 

receive Renewal News then please email us on: 

info@insolecourt.com 

 

 

 

 

 

WE NEED 

YOU  

to 

VOLUNTEER 

The Renewal Project builds on substantial volunteering activity and will 

continue to draw on the time, energy, enthusiasm and expertise of 

volunteers. Over the next few months , and as the Trust committees begin 

operation planning in much greater detail , there will be many opportunities 

to become involved  and to play a part in shaping the new Insole Court that 

will evolve, please contact the Trust for more information.  


