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Heritage Lottery Fund Success 

We’re delighted to announce that the Insole Court Trust has been successful with its 
first round bid for funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

A first round pass and development grant of £165,900 is now available to enable us 
to prepare further plans for the round two bid for £1.9m. 

A first-round pass means the project meets Heritage Lottery Fund criteria for 
funding and is an endorsement of outline proposals. Having been awarded a 
first-round pass, the Trust now have up to two years to submit fully developed  
proposals to compete for a firm award. 
 

How we got here – 

In February 2011 the Friends of Insole Court were offered the opportunity to take on 
the management of Insole Court, a Victorian mansion in Llandaff, Cardiff, through a 
Community Asset Transfer.  The Insole Court Trust was formed and was successful in 
the first stage of the CAT.  This enabled the Trust and Cardiff Council to prepare for 
the transfer with the help of Niall Phillips, architect from Purcell Miller Tritton, and 
David Clarke of DCA Consultants. 

The Trustees have been working hard, holding fortnightly meetings to devise a future 
for Insole Court that will maintain community facilities and heritage interpretation, 
whilst also providing business and employment opportunities. 
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The plans for the Renewal of Insole Court will be available to view in the house in early 
January 2012 – see the website for more information. 

 

 

Three generations of the family lived at Insole Court, each altering the house 
depending on the fashions of the time, adding billiard rooms, a guest wing and state of 
the art kitchens. 

The family moved out in 1938, after the house and grounds were bought by Cardiff 
Council to enable the construction of Western Avenue.  It was used by the Royal 
Observer Corps, ARP, and Fire Service in WW2, and later converted to flats.  In recent 
years, it has been a centre for community activities, run by Cardiff Council. 

The Insole Court Trust – Ymddiriedolaeth Cwrt Insole 

The Trust was formed to carry forward the project, in conjunction with the Friends of 
Insole Court and Cardiff Council. 

The Trustees are: 

Captain Sir Norman Lloyd-Edwards – Chairman; Mrs Yvonne Apsitis - Company 
Secretary; Mrs Elaine Davey; Mr David Hamley; Dr Geoff Morgan. 

More information on the Insole Court Trust can be found on 
www.insolecourttrust.co.uk 

And to discover more about Insole Court, visit the website of the Friends of Insole 
Court on www.insolecourt.org.uk     
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The Story of Insole Court 

Insole Court was built in 1856 by James 
Harvey Insole, who owned Cymmer Colliery 
in the Rhondda Valley.  The production of 
Rhondda Steam Coal, sold through his 
offices at Cardiff Docks, made the Insole 
family extremely wealthy.  
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